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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-4, 6-13, 15-18, 20, 22-26 are presented for examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 03/09/2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 10, 17, 18 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Ye et al. [ US Patent No 7,028,074 ]. 
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5. As per claim 1, Ye discloses the invention as claimed including a method of allocating at 
least one service by a first peer to a second peer, the first and second peers being linked by 
means of a computer communication network, said first and second peers belonging respectively 
to a first and second group of peers adapted to share data [ i.e. peer group ] [ Figures 1, 5 and 6 ], 
comprising the steps of: 

initializing preferences of said first peer, wherein said preferences comprise a set of 
associations consisting of a service and a distance in a graphic of peers [ col 9, lines 18-38; and 
col 14, lines 24-33 ]; 

evaluating a distance between said first and second peers, wherein said distance between 
said first and second peers is a distance in the graphic of peers [ i.e. identify or determine 
distance for each channel ] [ col 4, lines 25-35 ]; 

selecting, by said first peer, a service supplied by said first peer, said service being 
selected according to the evaluated distance from among said set of associations consisting of the 
service and the distance [ i.e. select distance for a given event ] [ Figure 20; and col 10, lines 45- 
59 ]; and 

allocating said selected service to said second peer [ i.e. provide image ] [ Figure 4; and 
col 4, lines 5-44 ]. 

6. As per claims 10, 17, 18 and 20, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in 
claim 1 . 
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7. Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 10-13, 15-18, 20, 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Malzbender et al. [ US Patent No 6,853,398 ]. 

8. As per claim 1, Malzbender discloses the invention as claimed including a method of 
allocating at least one service by a first peer to a second peer, the first and second peers being 
linked by means of a computer communication network, said first and second peers belonging 
respectively to a first and second group of peers adapted to share data [ i.e. observing participants 
over a peer-to-peer communication ] [ Figure 6; col 7, lines 46-51; and col 10, lines 20-29 ], 
comprising the steps of: 

initializing preferences of said first peer, wherein said preferences comprise a set of 
associations consisting of a service and a distance in a graphic of peers [ i.e. from plurality of 
video streams, a new view synthesis technique can be applied to generate a video image stream 
in real-time of the local participant rendered from a second location of the local participant in a 
coordinate space of a virtual environment ] [ Abstract; col 5, lines 14-28; and col 6, lines 42-col 
7, lines 38 ]; 

evaluating a distance between said first and second peers, wherein said distance between 
said first and second peers is a distance in the graphic of peers; selecting, by said first peer, a 
service supplied by said first peer, said service being selected according to the evaluated distance 
from among said set of associations consisting of the service and the distance [ i.e. images of the 
local participant can be scaled appropriately to reflect the relative distances between the local 
participants and each of the plurality of observing participants ] [ Figure 6; col 14, lines 65-col 
15, lines 10; and col 16, lines 6-18 ]; and 
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allocating said selected service to said second peer [ i.e. enable real-time communication 
from local participant to second participant ] [ Abstract; and col 16, lines 18-21 ]. 

9. As per claim 2, Malzbender discloses wherein the evaluation step comprises a step of 
receiving a notification sent by a central server in said computer communication network, said 
notification comprising a value of said distance and an identifier of said second peer on the 
computer communication network [ i.e. central host notifies ] [ col 8, lines 36-52; and col 10, 
lines 20-30]. 

10. As per claim 3, Malzbender discloses wherein the evaluation step comprises a step of 
reading a value of said distance associated with said second peer amongst a list of associations of 
peers and distances [ Figure 6; and col 14, lines 4-65 ]. 

11. As per claim 4, Malzbender discloses wherein the evaluation step comprises a step of 
receiving an electronic ticket sent by said second peer, comprising an identifier of said second 
peer and the distance between the first and second peer [ i.e. notify each other of location update 
] [ col 8, lines 37-52 ]. 

12. As per claim 7, Malzbender discloses wherein the shared data is represented at multiple 
resolution levels, and said services to be allocated correspond to various resolution levels of the 
data to be shared between the first group and the second group of peers [ i.e. the degree of audio 
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coupling is a function of the distance between two participants ] [ col 12, lines 45-65 ]. 

13. As per claim 8, Malzbender discloses wherein the shared data are digital images [ col 15, 
lines 3-10 ]. 

14. As per claim 22, Malzbender discloses wherein said set of associations consisting of the 
service and the distance is stored in a table on said first peer [ col 5, lines 48-53; and col 8, lines 
47-52 ]. 

15. As per claim 23, Malzbender discloses wherein said preferences also comprise a set of 
associations consisting of a degressive service and a distance in the graphic of peers [ col 12, 
lines 45-65 ]. 

16. As per claim 24, Malzbender discloses wherein the distance in said graphic of peers 
corresponds to a minimum number of arcs which connect two nodes in said graphic of peers, 
said two nodes representing respectively two peers in the communication network [ Figures 4A, 
5A and 6 ]. 



17. As per claim 25, Malzbender discloses a peer initialization step to establish a list of peers 
forming a group of peers adapted to share data [ Figure 6; and col 14, lines 4-65 ]. 
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18. As per claim 26, Malzbender discloses a peer initialization step for said first peer and said 
second peer to establish, respectively, said first group of peers and said second group of peers 
adapted to share data without service restriction [ i.e. shared virtual environment ] [ Figure 6; 
Abstract; and col 15, lines 32-49 ]. 

19. As per claims 10-13, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claims 1-4. 

20. As per claim 15, Malzbender discloses a microprocessor; a read only memory adapted to 
store a service allocation program; and a random access memory comprising registers adapted to 
store variables during the execution of said program [ col 4, lines 10-23 ]. 

21 . As per claim 16, Malzbender discloses wherein the device is incorporated in a terminal in 
a computer communication network [ col 4, lines 10-23 ]. 

22. As per claims 17, 18 and 20, they are rejected for similar reasons as stated above in claim 
1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

23. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

24. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Malzbender et al. [ 
US Patent No 6,853,398 ], in view of Ye et al. [ US Patent No 7,028,074 ]. 

25. As per claim 6, Malzbender does not specifically disclose wherein said set of associations 
is bounded by a threshold value. Ye discloses wherein said set of associations is bounded by a 
threshold value [ i.e. value range ] [ Figure 22; col 4, lines 33-44; and col 12, lines 22-25 ]. It 
would have been obvious to a person skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
combine the teaching of Malzbender and Yc because the teaching of Yc would enable to provide 
quality of service to the system. 

26. Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Malzbender et al. [ 
US Patent No 6,853,398 ], in view of Mukherjee et al. [ US Patent Application No 2004/0010614 
]■ 

27. As per claim 9, Malzbender discloses , and said services to be allocated correspond to 
various levels of visual quality of the data to be shared between the first and second group of 
peers [ i.e. scaled to reflect the distance ] [ col 15, lines 1-9 ]. Malzbender does not specifically 
disclose wherein the shared data are compressed digital images to the JPEG 2000 format [ 
paragraphs 0006, 0033, and 0036 ]. Mukherjee discloses wherein the shared data are 
compressed digital images to the JPEG 2000 format. It would have been obvious to a person 
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skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of Malzbender and 
Mukherjee because the teaching of Mukherjee would enable to provide a system and format for 
delivering any type of scalable encoded media to media destinations having a variety of 
receiving attributes [ Mukherjee, paragraph 0001 ]. 



28. A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 (three) months 
and 0 (zero) days from the mail date of this letter. Failure to respond within the period for 
response will result in ABANDONMENT of the application (see 35 U.S.C 133, M.P.E.P 
710.02, 710.02(b)). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dustin Nguyen whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3971 . The examiner can normally be reached on flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached at (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/DUSTIN NGUYEN/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



